
Seven Rabbits on a Pole

(Based on the play by John Picardi)

AN OPERA IN TWO ACTS

Libretto by

Elizabeth Searle

Music by

Pasquale Tassone

Copyright 2014

 MIGIDA MUSICA



Seven Rabbits on a Pole s

Character Descriptions 

  

Julia: Mentally challenged daughter in the Padroni family. A girl of 22 undergoing but not 

understanding her emerging womanhood. (Soprano) 

Enio Padroni: The patriarch of the Padroni family. A widower trying to cope with the 

demands of life as an uneducated immigrant farmer, who harbors a dark secret. (Baritone) 

Peter Padroni: The older Padroni son, closer in temperament to Enio. Works on the family 

farm and is also face with the realities of contemporary life (1930s). Somewhat resentful of 

his younger brother Lawrence. (Baritone) 

Lawrence Padroni: The younger Padroni son. Smart, idealistic, educated, he is more 

willing to grasp the new realities of life. He is the family's hope for establishing an identity 

in America. (Tenor) 

Q: A mysterious strange, seller of dead rabbits who enters the Padroni's household with 

tragic and far-reaching consequences. 

Mrs. Wilson: Kindly neighbor and widow whose WASP persona is a marked contrast to the 

earthy existence of Enio and his family. 

                                  Brief Synopsis 

  

  

The opera, SEVEN RABBITS ON A POLE, is based on the play by the same name by author

John C. Picardi.  The play premiered Off Broadway in 2004 and was reviewed by the New

York Times as an 'epic in the making.'  The story involves an Italian immigrant farm family

in the 1930s with a 'special needs' daughter in her twenties, two warring brothers and a

dark secret. 
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Music by

Pasquale TASSONE

Seven Rabbits on a Pole 

              Prelude to 

                          Act I

Libretto by

Elizabeth SEARLE
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Late May 1936, mid morning in a farmyard setting.  During the prelude music, "Q" enters dressed in tattered hobo clothes.  He is silhouetted agains the stage backdrop 

and is carrying on his back  a pole on which dead rabbits are hanging.  He moves wearily across the stage and exits as the prelude music ends.  The lights rise to reveal

 the other characters. JULIA enters wearing boy's clothes and swinging a rag doll wildly--ENIO is holding a shovel and standing by a small shed;  LAWRENCE is at his 

easel; both stand frozen in poses but will come to life and move when Julia skips up to them.  Julia takes center stage, stares straight up and sings to the "sky".
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Julia skips up to Enio; 

he comes to life, begins shoveling
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Enio stops shoveling, smiles wearily and shakes his head. unseen by Enio, 
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As an aside, spoken: "Porca miseria"

Julia laughs as if he's just joking and grabs her doll back;

 Enio sighs and picks up his shovel again.  

As an aside, spoken: "Miseria ladra"
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